
Haggin Oaks Best Ball Match Summary 
Pam Venturi/MIke Venturi vs. Josh Hudson/Scott Leonard | Sunday, June 28, 2026 
 
The two-person best ball match between the Venturis and the Leonard/Hudson group was a hard-fought 
battle from the first tee to the final green, though the scoreline at the end didn’t quite tell the full story. 
 
The Venturis came out firing right out of the gate. Josh sent his ball sailing into the 18th fairway and 
Leonard immediately found the driving range green off the first tee. While the Leonard/Hudson group 
was scrambling, Pam Venturi stepped up and chipped in for net eagle, putting the Venturis one-up before 
the match had barely begun. It was a statement moment. 
 
The front nine was a classic back-and-forth affair. The Venturis short game was nothing short of 
spectacular, with Pam and Mike consistently threatening to pull away. Yet somehow, despite the 
Leonard/Hudson group’s putting being an absolute disaster, three and even a four putts peppered 
throughout the front nine, they managed to claw and scramble their way to just one up at the turn. The 
Venturis had outplayed them, but the scoreboard stubbornly refused to reflect it. 
 
The back nine started with promise for Leonard/Hudson, as both players found good drives on 10. The 
Venturis, however, weren’t about to give anything away and matched them to halve the hole. Then came 
the 11th, where, almost inexplicably, a double bogey was enough to win the hole and push 
Leonard/Hudson to two-up. Golf, as they say, is a cruel game. 
 
Holes 12 and 13 were halved, with the Venturis fighting hard to stop the bleeding. The 14th, a par three, 
set up a dramatic moment: Josh hit a terrific tee shot and had a legitimate birdie look. Mike answered 
well, finding the green too, though from a bit further out. Neither player could convert the birdie, but Josh 
made his par, putting enormous pressure on Mike’s putt to halve the hole. It just slid by. Leonard/Hudson 
moved to three-up with four to play. 
 
On the 15th, Josh misjudged his tee shot badly, yet somehow scrambled to save bogey, enough to win the 
hole and close out the match.   Leonard/Hudson win 4 and 3. 
 
Let’s be honest: the Venturis deserved better. Their short game was on fire all day, and they put up a 
genuine fight from the very first chip-in. The Leonard/Hudson group, frankly, putted terribly for much of 
the round and had no business keeping pace with the Venturis the way they did. A good portion of their 
success came down to some fortunate scrambling and a few timely breaks rather than dominant play. The 
Venturis can hold their heads high, this one felt like it got away from them more than it was ever truly 
won by the other side. 
 


