
2026 CCGC 2-Person Best Ball Match Play 
First Round Match 

Nate Carnahan/Chris Roby vs Peter Vacarua, Tim Craggs 
June 25, 2026 

 

The above match took place at Haggin Oaks with a bright and early tee time of 7 a.m. on a beautiful 
summer morning. It was agreed to play preferred lies, lift clean and place within a card length, due to the 
a.m. moisture and unknown condition of the course.  Turned out, the course was in great shape, 
especially after the dew dried out. Craggs, playing from the shorter 2/3 Oak combo was the base course 
handicap, with Vacura, from 3 Oaks, getting 4 pops, and Carnahan and Roby, from the 3/4 combo, getting 
7 and 4 respectfully. 
 
The first hole saw 3 pars recorded, with Carnahan struggling, no blood, but had a feeling this was going 
to be a good match. Carnahan, though, got the kinks out quickly, with an 8‘, one-putt birdie (plus a wasted 
pop) and a one-putt par on the second and third holes for C&R to take a quick 2-up lead after 3. Craggs 
answered back with a GIR par vs 2 bogies on number 5 to shave the V&C deficit to 1. Carnahan wasted 
another pop on the longish par 4 5th over the water, hitting the green easily in 2 and sinking a 10-footer for 
his birdie while everybody else bogied, C&R up 2.  C&R pars on the par 3 6th were matched by Craggs’ 
par, no blood. Craggs sank a 15’ par putt on the par 4 7th, while everybody else bogied, V&C deficit back 
to 1. Carnahan’s routine GIR 2-putt, net birdie (Roby had a one-putt par for good measure) on the 8th put 
C&R back to two up. Craggs’ conceded 12-inch par putt after a great chip up to the pin on the edge of the 
top tier, was matched by a Roby up and down par of his own, but Vacura sank a 30’ roller coaster birdie 
putt to take the hole, C&R 1-up at the turn. 
 
One-putt pars for both Roby and Craggs on the 10th resulted in no shift in the lead. The trees in front of 
the long par-5 11th green proved troublesome for C&R who each bogied the hole, but Vacura took 
advantage of a good chip and sank his par, net birdie putt, match all square for the first time since the first 
hole. Craggs’ tee shot landed just short of the green on the par 3 12th, while others found trouble of 
varying degrees, and was able to get a routine up and down par…V&C up 1 for the first time in the match. 
On the par 4 13th, Craggs’ short game abandoned him, and Roby took advantage with a longish one-putt 
par. Match again all square. Craggs, Vacura and Carnahan all parred the par-3 14th in different fashions, 
no blood. Still AS. The long tricky par 4 15th saw an opportunity lost for V&C.  Craggs was in with a sandy 
par, Roby was in with a bogie, net par, and Vacura, looking at a 3’ par net birdie putt…missed it.  Still AS. 
Vacura redeemed himself on the par 3 15th, with a great up and down par, while the C&R duo each 
bogied. V&C up 1 with two to go. Craggs’ sandy par, and Vacura’s one-putt par tamed the GIR par by 
Roby on the par 5 17th, V&C 1-up, one to go, needing only a push on the 18th to win the match.   
 
Both Vacura and Craggs hit good drives down the middle of the par 5 18th while C&R both visited with the 
trees to the right.  V&C feeling pretty good. Carnahan hit a good shot out of the trees, only to find the 
trees on the left. Vacura hit a good second shot.  Craggs, feeling confident, reached his ball, only to find it 
wasn’t his ball.  Vacura had already hit it. Craggs went back and dropped where his ball was originally, 
now feeling lonely, one against two, hit a decent second shot, followed by a good 3rd…GIR, but about 30’ 
away. Roby struggled, but Carnahan emerged from the trees and was lying 20’ from the pin in 4. Craggs’ 
birdie putt ran by the hole by 3 feet.  Carnahan sunk his long par putt.  Craggs, needing to make the 
longest 3’putt in golf history to push Carnahan and win the match, sank a perfect Nelly Korda, US Open 
winning putt, to send C&R home after a hard-fought loss. 
 
It was a great day of golf by all. Craggs 82/72, Vacura 85/71, Roby 83/69, and Carnahan 87/70.  Most 
important of all, everybody had a good time, all fun to play with, and all good sports.  Great job all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


